
Dr. J.L. Strcmingsr 
Department of Pharnucoiogy 
Washington University 
School of Medicine 
Euclid Avenue and Kingshighway 
St. Louis, Hissouri 

Dear Jack: 

i appraciate your thoughtfulness in your 16tter of November 28. 

As a mattcsr of fact, we have put qultr a blt of work into poTyv?ny\ 
alcohol-iodine filters and have been able to improve them quite substantially 
ov6r the publish6d reports. We found th6t methocil constitutts & better 
base for staining with iodine than polyvinyl altohsl does. Some of our 
best filters hevs 8 p6ak transmission of 6imost H with considerably !66t 
than I$ transmission In th6 sid6 bands. 

Cation X works quite nicely wh6n used to impmgnate polyvinyl alsohol 
and is sonmtimcrs of considarabla advantage in canbinatim with ths WA-I 
fitter. There ar6 also son6 innovstlons by Wilds that are quit6 interesting 
by way of single crystal NiSo 
Opt ical Society of ifgmoricep, .3ugust 1961. j 

filters - r6ferrsd in the Journal of the 

I have an assistant now who is quite adept at making these filters ’ 
and if tMo can bs of any use to you, please let me know. We dld play 
around quite a bit wtth trying to improve the tochntque of producing them, 
for sxample, ~ncorporet!ng the iodine directly in the casting solution, but 
w6 had our b6st results by the method dsscribsd in the 6nclosura. 

Yours sinccsrely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genetics 

6nC. 

P.S. Th6 author of that famous scisntific article in Tim6 actually sent in6 
8 spontandous apology! 


